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educational op-
portunity that allows both offenders
and volunteers to better understand

our system of justice.

A youth referred to Teen Court has
his/her case argued by teenage
prosecutors and defense attorneys
before a jury of peers, consisting of
volunteers from the high school,
middle school and prior offenders

sentenced to jury service.

Teen
Lourt Training

The teens are educated with regard to
court-room personnel, criminal proce-
dures and rules of evidence. The students
are faced with the difficult task of deter-
mining appropriate sanctions for individu-
als who have admitted involvement in
criminal acts. Each offense is categorized
into a particular class,
which guides possi-
ble sanctions to be

imposed.

The juvenile offender

is appointed a volunteer teen defense at-
torney. A volunteer teen prosecutor is as-

signed to represent the State.

Each hearing is held in the Royse City
Court Municipal Room before a Judge. At
the conclusion of each case, the jury re-
tires to deliberate to determine the appro-
priate sanctions to be imposed based up-

on the nature and facts of the case.

Volunteer Positions
Rvailable

7 PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS present
cases against youth offenders.

They represent the State and try
to convince the Teen Court jury
that the defendant deserves a
punishment for his/her offense.

© DEFENSE ATTORNEYS represent
youth offenders. They try to con-
vince the Teen Court jury as to
why the defendant should re-
ceive a lower punishment for
his/her offense.

7 JURY MEMBERS sit with other
youth who may be volunteers or

who may be in the Teen Court
program as a defendant and lis-
ten to cases and help determine

a fair punishment.




